
How To Use A Free Screen Recorder For Video Marketing & Add Your 
Videos In Elementor​
​
​
I use a free screen recording tool called ScreenPal (previously known 
as Screencast-O-Matic). ​
​
It’s easy to use, and perfect for recording tutorials, walkthroughs, or 
anything you want to show and explain on your screen. Whether you're 
making content for your website, social media, or just sharing how-to 
videos with friends, ScreenPal gets the job done.​
​

​
ScreenPal’s free tier lets you record videos up to 15 minutes long. If 
you need more time, you can record in sections and stitch them together 
later. This makes it super flexible, even without upgrading to a paid plan. 

I mostly use ScreenPal to create videos showing the exact steps I take to 
set things up. Some people love watching a quick demo, while others 
prefer reading step-by-step guides like this one—so I try to do both when I 
can. 

You also don’t have to record your voice if you’d rather not. Just mute your 
microphone, and you can create silent screen recordings. 

Let’s take a quick look at ScreenPal. 

It’s completely free to sign up and start using. 

​
​



​
​
Signing up is easy—you can create an account using your Google or 
Apple login, or just use your email. Connecting with Google or Apple 
saves you time and means one less password to remember. ScreenPal 
keeps things simple so you can start recording right away without any 
hassle. 
​
​



​
​
​
When you sign in, you’ll see this:​
​



​
​
​
ScreenPal lets you make recordings or take screenshots, depending 
on what you need. Personally, I only use it for recording videos because I 
have another favorite tool for capturing still images. 

When I want to “hone in” on a specific part of a website—like a button, 
menu, or setting—I use the Snipping Tool that comes pre-installed with 
Windows. It lets me take clean, focused screenshots that I can drop right 
into my PDFs. 

There’s a newer version of the Snipping Tool called Snip & Sketch, but I 
still stick with the classic Snipping Tool because it does exactly what I need, 
without the fluff.​
​
To access the Snipping Tool, just search Snipping Tool in your search box 
on your tool bar:​
​

​
​
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​
When you click ‘Make a recording’ ScreenPal.exe will download to your 
computer or device.​
​

​
​
​
When you click “Create” you will see that you have a bunch of options 
ScreenPal provides:​
​

​



With ScreenPal, you can do a lot more than just record your screen. 
You can take screenshots, record your screen, your webcam—or even both 
at the same time. It’s super flexible. 

It also has tools to edit images and videos, create Facebook stories, upload 
extra content to add into your recordings, and even make quizzes. 

That said, I’m mainly here for the screen recorder—that’s what I use 
most often. But feel free to explore the rest of what ScreenPal offers. There 
might be something else in there that’s perfect for you! 

​
When you click the .exe for ScreenPal from your downloads, the screen 
capture tool starts. You can start the screen recorder app from a shortcut 
on your desktop: ​
​

​
​
Everything inside the recording frame (the box area on your screen) 
will be captured. When you launch the ScreenPal app, a small icon will 
appear in your taskbar to let you know it’s running. 



That’s your control center—it means the recorder is ready to go​

​
​
​
Alright! You can plug in a microphone to add voice narration to your 
videos. This is great for explaining what you’re doing step-by-step. If you 
want to include system sounds—like clicks or music from your 
computer—you’ll need to upgrade to a paid plan. 

I personally stick with the free plan, which allows up to 15 minutes of 
recording per video. That’s plenty of time for short tutorials! 

You can also pause the recording at any time and pick up right where you 
left off. Super handy for keeping things smooth without needing to start 
over.​
​
Now that you know what I use to record my screen and capture 
“snips,” let’s talk about how to add your videos using Elementor. 

There are two ways to do it: the easy way, and the more technical route. 

First, let’s open up Elementor from the WordPress dashboard. I either 
create a new page or go to an existing page where I want to add the video. 

Elementor is a drag-and-drop page builder for WordPress that makes it 
easy to design custom pages—even if you don’t know how to code. 

​
​
First, let’s look at how to add a video as a background.​
​
When you click on the dots to edit the container, you go to the “style” tab.​
​



​
​
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​
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​



After that, you will see the video option under Background and 
Background Type.​
​
Then you can upload your video to YouTube, to host it there, so that you 
can insert the link to the video to set it as your background video for the 
web page.​
​
If you’re looking for free videos to use on your website, check out 
Pexels.com.​
​
Pexels offers a wide range of high-quality stock videos that are completely 
free to use—even for commercial projects. You can download and add 
them to your site to bring visual interest to your content without spending a 
dime. 

​
​

 

Just search for what kind of video you’d like in the search bar. Make sure to 
select video because Pexels also offers images to download for free.​
​

https://www.pexels.com
https://www.pexels.com


​
​
​
Elementor gives you a lot of control over how your video plays.​
 You can set a specific start time if you’d like the video to begin at a 
particular point, and even set a stop time if you don’t want it to play all the 
way through. If you'd rather it play from beginning to end, you can skip 
those settings. 

You also have the option to: 



●​ Play the video once or loop it so it plays continuously.​
 

●​ Enable or disable playback on mobile devices, depending on your 
preference.​
 

●​ Turn Privacy Mode on or off, which limits tracking and cookies from 
third-party platforms like YouTube.​
 

●​ Choose a fallback background image to display if the video can’t 
be loaded—this ensures your design still looks great even if there’s a 
playback issue. 

​
Prefer not to use YouTube? You can host your video directly on your 
website.​
 If you don’t want to upload your video to a third-party platform like 
YouTube, you can simply upload the video file to your WordPress Media 
Library right from your dashboard. 

Once it’s uploaded, there are a couple of ways to display it on your site. 
One method is to use the HTML widget in Elementor. Just drag the HTML 
element onto your page, then paste in a standard HTML5 video embed 
code like this: 

HTML: 
 
<video width="100%" controls> 
  <source src="URL-of-your-video-file.mp4" 
type="video/mp4"> 
  Your browser does not support the video tag. 
</video> 
 

Replace "URL-of-your-video-file.mp4" with the actual link to your 
video file from your Media Library. 



This gives you full control over your content—no ads, no distractions, and 
no need to rely on another platform. 

​
​

​
Using the HTML Widget in Elementor​
 Elementor is a drag-and-drop builder, which means you’ll need to 
actually drag the HTML widget onto your page—just clicking on it won’t do 
the trick. Once you see a highlighted area showing where the widget will be 
placed, let go of your mouse to drop it there. 

To add custom HTML, I often visit W3Schools to grab the code I need—or I 
ask my good buddy ChatGPT to help me write it. 😊 

Here’s an example of what a basic HTML5 video embed looks like: 

HTML: 
 
<video width="640" height="360" controls> 
  <source src="URL-of-your-video-file.mp4" 
type="video/mp4"> 
  Your browser does not support the video tag. 
</video> 
 

You can adjust the width and height as needed. The controls attribute 
adds the standard play, pause, and volume buttons. You can also swap 
controls for other parameters depending on how you want your video to 
behave. For example: 

https://www.w3schools.com/


●​ autoplay — plays the video automatically when the page loads.​
 

●​ autoplay muted — useful for silent autoplay on landing pages.​
 

●​ loop — makes the video replay automatically.​
 

●​ poster="image.jpg" — displays a placeholder image before the 
video plays.​
 

The message "Your browser does not support the video tag" 
can also be customized. Feel free to personalize it or even add a helpful 
link if playback isn’t supported. 

And finally, where it says src="...", you’ll paste in the full path to your 
uploaded video from the WordPress Media Library. 

​
​
​
First, add the video to your media library in your WordPress dashboard.​
​



 ​
​

​
​
Uploading Your Video File to WordPress 

To upload your video, go to your WordPress Media Library. You can 
either drag and drop the file into the upload area or click “Select Files” to 
choose the video from your device. 

Once your file is uploaded, you’ll see a “Copy URL to clipboard” button 
on the right-hand side. Click that to copy the direct URL to your video 
file—this is the link you'll paste into the src section of your HTML code. 



​
Wrapping It All Up 

Awesome! Now you know how to use a free screen recording tool 
(ScreenPal), what tool I use to capture snips for free, and how to add 
video to your web page in Elementor—whether you're using a YouTube 
link or adding it directly with HTML. 

If you’d prefer to remove the default video controls (like play/pause), just 
delete the word controls from the HTML code. In that case, you’d 
probably want to add autoplay so the video starts on its own when the 
page loads. 



Personally, I love adding videos using HTML because I can customize the 
look and feel using CSS—a styling language that lets you design and 
enhance HTML elements. 

One of my favorite things to do is add a box-shadow in CSS so the video 
looks like it’s popping off the page. I also like to add a border around the 
video to make it stand out. 

To apply CSS styles to my video, I give the video a class name in the 
HTML code. That way, I can easily target it in my CSS and style it however 
I like! 

If you’re interested in learning more about HTML and CSS, I wrote about it 
on my website!​
​
 📝A Quick Note From Me 

Whether you're just getting started or you've been at it for a while, 
remember—this is all a learning journey. The more you experiment, the 
more comfortable you’ll get with these tools. Don’t be afraid to make 
mistakes (that’s how we learn)! Try recording a few test videos, play around 
with HTML and CSS, and make your pages look like you. 

You don’t have to be a tech expert to create something awesome. Just 
keep going, step by step—you’ve got this! 💪 

​
​
​
​
​
 


